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season, A similar sequence is observed on the opposite
coasts of the island of Luzon, in the Philippines, and for a
similar reason.

But though the sea may assist in the development of
rain under suitable circumstances, the presence of water
alone will not cause rain. The rainless districts of Peru
and Arabia both border on the sea-coast, but no rain falls
in either country. In the former the persistent anti-
cyclone which habitually covers that country does not form
the ascensional current necessary for rain, though the air
is damp enough to deposit very copious dew; in the
latter, though the isobars are sometimes curved cycloni-
cally, the rising currents never seem to be sufficiently
strong or vapour-laden to produce rain.

Allied to the influence of water in supplying an
abundant source of vapour, is the presence of a damp
surface, such as a thick forest. The leaves of the trees
retain so much moisture that the air is always damper
over wood than over earth. Then, as we have just
explained in talking about the development of cloud,
when an ascensional impulse is propagated over the
country, rain will sometimes fall over the woodlands
when it would not be precipitated over the cultivated
soil. For instance, in the State of Iowa, Dr. Hinrichs has
shown that the amount of mean rainfall is very materially
influenced by the position of the timber-line, and numerous
similar cases have been recorded in other parts of the
world.

But observations on this point are very discrepant.
In som'e parts of Germany the influence of forests is said
to be enormous; in India the effect appears to be less